
Aquatic lnvasive Species Prevention Plan for Aitkin Gounty
For Calendar Year 2020

Guidelines for using Aquatic lnvasive Species Prevention Aid (Mn Statute 477A 19)

INTRODUCTION

Aquatic invasive species (AlS) are threatening Minnesota waters. These nonnative species harm fish
populations, water quality, water recreation, and impair property values. This plan outlines the efforts that Aitkin
County will undertake to help prevent the spread of harmful AIS within Minnesota.

STRATEGIES

The following five elements provide a structure for organizing action items to address aquatic invasive species
in Aitkin County.

o Element I
. Element 2
. Element 3
. Element 4
. Element 5

Education/prevention
Inspections
Enforcement
Emergency Response
Decontamination

Element I -Education/prevention

lmplement procedures and practices to prevent new introductions and/or spread of AIS

lA Gommunications Plan

Conduct an annual local communications plan including radio, TV, newspaper, billboard and other
media ads implementing the Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers campaign.

Continue to expand the audience for public education literature and strengthen awareness of AIS
issues in the county.

One of the keys to successfully preventing AIS from spreading isto fully inform the public of the issues
at hand and the importance of their actions in limiting this spread.

Explore partnership opportunities with other counties, cities, businesses, and existing outreach efforts
developed by the DNR and Sea Grant.

18 lnform buyers and sellers of plants and wild animals

lnform buyers and sellers of aquatic plants and wild animals of how they can help prevent the release
or escape of invasive species, and comply with state and federal laws.

lc lnform businesses and local governments

lnform appropriate lake related businesses and local government staff, how they can help prevent the spread of
invasive species.

Work with DNR to publicize new infestations at access sites.

Publicize in newsletters, include information in local publications.

ldentify known and additional nonnative pathways of concern
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Understand the variety of pathways of introduction to local waters.

'lF Reduce risk of introductions through business and government operations

Workwith businesses -like lake service providers-to make sure they are certified by the MNDNR.
Use local training sessions, or other actions to reduce risk of invasive species introduction through
business and government operations.

1G Support youth education

Support K-12, and informal youth education through development and use of existing and new lesson
plans and curricula, as well through special events.

lH Raise awareness of priority species of concern as well as 'watch' species

Obtain and distribute Watch lD cards, possible products include: informative placemats at restaurants,
lakemaps with AIS message, shoreland owners guide, drink coasters, hand towels.

11 Develop partnerships to increase invasive species identification and surveys (e.9., lake
associations performing annual aquatic invasive species searches; dock and lift searches)

Monitor for new populations of AIS not previously found in the lake(s) of concern

Augment communication and reporting mechanisms for citizen monitoring of lakes and rivers.

ln order for rapid response to function properly, county will need the help of lake association members,
lake service providers, shoreline property owners, and other citizens to monitor lakes on a seasonal
basis and facilitate early reporting of new infestations of AIS in county waters.

1J Provide notice of infested waters

Provide information on local infested waters through local communication methods

1K Collaborate with partners to help coordinate invasive species related efforts, including the Bait
Bucket Water Project.

Foster the development and participation of local partnerships (e.9., Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, Coalitions of Lake Associations, lake associations, counties, municipalities, citizen groups) to
address invasive species using landscape and watershed approaches.

Provide bait water replacement to anglers through a cooperative effort with bait dealers. This project
will be partially funded through MN lnitiative Foundation. Meet regularly with plan participants.

Develop and maintain contacts with other organizations and government entities.

Open lines of communication between federal, state, and local governments to encourage the sharing
of up{o-date information on new AIS research, outreach and education methods, and
monitoring/survey data for AIS on County lakes and rivers.

Element 2 - Watercraft lnspections

2A Conduct watercraft inspections

Conduct watercraft inspections at water accesses using authorized inspectors
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Hire seasonal "educators" -with training provided -to distribute educational materials and conduct
inspections at selected public access points, ensuring users were abiding by current regulations.

Enlist additional volunteers to support this effort and to educate lake users, particularly at high priority
landings during peak usage times (holidays and weekends).

lnvestigate the cost and feasibility of purchasing decontamination trailers, for use in cleaning boats and
equipment used in infested lakes within the county.

Consider traffic counters for select public accesses. This action will help Aitkin County determine which
lakes are receiving the most pressure by tracking boating traffic that enters and exits lakes and rivers. lt
will also help evaluate the risks of aquatic invasion for lakes with no introduced AIS or minimal infestation
by quantifying recreational tendencies.

Element 3 - Enforcement

3A Use local peace officers to enforce state regulations

Use peace officers from various jurisdictions/agencies to enforce state regulations (e.9., M.S.84D- civil
penalties) and conduct training where appropriate.

lncrease AIS law enforcement by ensuring peace offlcers within the county have been trained to
enforce AIS laws and by increasing the number of peace officers within the county.

This action contributes to the efficient use of allocated resources, and time, to extend the reach of
public awareness and regulatory compliance with AIS laws. These efforts do not supplant other
government units in the provision of watercraft inspections, but rather seeks to expand and/or
complement their efforts

Create, renew or expand patrolled enforcement by AIS trained peace officers.

AIS peace offlcers patrol various roadways near infested lakes to issue compliance checks with AIS
laws. This service can be effective at communicating the presence of law enforcement and help to
educate lake users on the seriousness of AIS laws and the penalties for infractions.

38 Enforce laws to contain invasive species

Enforce state regulations that prohibit transport of prohibited invasive species, aquatic plants, and water
from designated infested waters.

Element 4- Emerqency Resoonse

Develop management strategies to detect new invasive species infestations and limit the spread of
established populations of AIS in county waters and to other waters of the state.

4A Gontact DNR for verification if new infestations are reported.

Submit samples to DNR for field checking

Approve an early detection and rapid response program. Provide for safe and accessible storage of
rapid response equipment. This program will ensure new infestations are properly reported, evidence
is rapidly confirmed, and rapid response is deployed, if required. Aitkin County will explore the
likelihood of acting in a partnership role with the MN DNR. While the MN DNR currently has the
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capabilities for rapid response, whether or not an agreement can be reached is unknown. The
arrangement that is approved will need to be expedient and effective at responding to new threats

48 Work to reduce the impacts caused by established invasive species to Minnesota's ecology,
society, and economy.

Use integrated pest management where appropriate to control populations of high priority aquatic
invasive plant species (Eurasian water milfoil, curly-leaf pondweed, flowering rush, purple
loosestrife,etc.).

4C Provide technical advice

Adopt biological/physical/mechanical control plans utilizing safe and cost-effective techniques.

Aitkin County can explore the prospects of partnering with special purpose units of government (e.g.
Townships, LID's, others) in devising herbicidal treatments or mechanical harvesting of problematic
AlS. The county may also contract with private vendors that possess that equipment, knowledge, and
expertise to facilitate AIS control in water bodies the county deems impaired or damaged by aquatic
invasive species.

lnvestigate options to partner with existing car wash businesses to meet decontamination standards for
temperature and pressure.

Provide signs identifying decontamination sites and decontamination instructions.

Continue to operate high pressure hot water wash units for use in cleaning boats and equipment used
in infested lakes within Aitkin County.

Own decontamination units and provide to businesses throughout the county and provide training,
equipment, and funding for operation of those units.

lmplementation Plan

It is the intent of the plan development committee that administration, coordination, and oversight of this
plan should require 10 percent of the grant funds.

Amending the Plan

This plan should be reviewed annually and updated as needed
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